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The journey so far

• AUT – only education provider in NZ.

• 2019 - Medical Sciences Council confirm degree minimum 
qualification. 

• 2020 - Transition from School of Science, to School of Clinical 
Sciences. 

• 2021 - Degree proposal approved by Committee on University 
Academic Programmes (CUAP). 

• Sector engagement
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Anaesthetic Technician

• Registered health profession under the Health 
Practitioners Competence Assurance Act 2003.

• Must gain registration with the Medical Sciences Council (Responsible 
Authority).

• Practise within a Scope of Practice (includes two expanded Scopes 
of Practice).

• Operating room staff.

• Highly skilled support to anaesthetists & perioperative care.

• Approximately 900 registered ATs in New Zealand.
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Impact on perioperative services

Increase in service demand

Health care team burnoutWorkforce crisis
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DHBs identify opportunities for anaesthetic 
technicians to undertake expanded practice 
roles within their scope of practice which 
adds value to DHBs service provision, to 
support role development and retention. 
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Wellington

Auckland

Christchurch

Train flexible workforces

NZ- Centric programme

Clinical placement

BHSc in Perioperative Practice

Efficient pathways to retrain for registered 
health professionals.

Includes online learning options.

1200 hours
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BENEFITS
TO NZPSHA HOSPITALS

Higher 
skilled 
workforce

Greater 
graduating 
numbers

Flexible 
workforces

Full Scope 
of Practice

Greater 
inclusivity 
with 
education

Workforce 
diversity



© AUT 2021© AUT 2022

2022 update

• 100+ enrolments during 2022

• No fallow year of graduate during transition

• Placement occurring across Public and Private

• Hospital and region engagement
• Scholarship enquiries: trish.richardson@aut.ac.nz (Head of Scholarships 

Office)

mailto:trish.richardson@aut.ac.nz
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Questions
Michael Smith
Programme Leader (Perioperative Practice)
P: (09) 921 9999 ext 5517
E: michael.smith@aut.ac.nz


